DRAWING 1
Course Objectives and Policies
Mr. Pack Rm. 716

OBJECTIVES:  The main objective of this course will be to learn basic fundamentals of drawing, using a variety of different media and techniques.   

You will also be able to do the following:
1. Be able to critique a work of art
2. Understand drawing techniques as they relate to Art History
3. Understand basic concepts of aesthetics as they relate to nature and art
4. Create a portfolio of work and learn how to display works of art.

Drawing is not an “easy A”.  If you took this class with that in mind, do not be shocked when you are asked to participate in class, complete assignments, and be on time and on task in class.  I try to make the environment fun and safe, but I expect hard work.  

GRADING:  Each student will be graded on their own individual progress using a mastery objective based system.  The students’ art work is not compared to other students’ art work in the class; rather it is graded on their acquisition of appropriate skills for that particular assignment.  HOWEVER –If a principle isn’t mastered in an assignment, then I’ll have you continue to work on it until you master it.  The students that work hard in class, follow the directions, and hand in assignments on time, will come out of this class not only with a good grade, but also a greater understanding of art.  There are three basic categories and they will be weighed accordingly;

 50% Assignments and Tests
 25% Participation in class
 25% Out of Class Practice Time (Homework)

The participation grade is determined by performance, attitude, class work, work habits and clean up duties.  Grades will be updated and posted each week on Skyward.  
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Out of Class Assignments:  Expect one hour of homework for every hour you are in class.  Out of class homework will consist of specific assignments dealing with a drawing principles and your sketchbook.  These assignments can be completed in a sketchbook (preferred, but not required).  They are due at the beginning of each class.  Both out of class assignments and free draw sketchbook hrs count towards your school sketchbook hrs.  We’ll basically do more assignments at the beginning of the year and then have more opportunities for “free draw” sketchbook hrs towards the end of the semester.  

ASSIGNMENTS:  Assignments are due on the date assigned at the end of class.  Late work is accepted for half credit.  If you have late work you’ll fall behind quickly in class.  Don’t fall behind.  
As long as the student works hard in class, and keeps up to date on outside drawing hours, there shouldn’t be any problem receiving full credit on assignments.  Assignments are graded on a 1-4 scale with 5 being extra effort and higher quality.  

  (Extra) 5 – On time, extra effort, follows criteria
4 – On time; follows criteria
3 – On time; low effort, not finished
2 – Late; follows criteria
1 – Late/Not Finished 
Keep all of your work in your portfolios in case of discrepancies in grades as well as your own record of progress.

Museum/Art Exhibit Visit:  Each term you will be required to visit one art museum or exhibit and do a one page write up (typed) on your experience.  I’m more interested in your reaction to the pieces and what it made you think of, than the bio of the artist or the general information regarding the show.  

Tests/Quizzes:
There will be very few quizzes and they will mostly deal with vocabulary.  Expect about one a week. 

In Class Participation:  We will have discussions on various works of art as well as an opportunity to critique our own work and the work of professionals.  Participation in these discussions will be helpful to the learning of the student, as well as make the class more enjoyable and interesting.  I don’t want students to have mounds of homework (I realize all of you have other classes and other responsibilities).  Therefore, students are expected to work hard in class, whether that means we are discussing something or working on a specific project.  Participation is worth 25% of the total grade and consists of 2 points per day.  If you miss classes, you must make up classes by either extra assignments/sketchbook hrs, or cleaning the classroom before/after school. 
	
TARDY???  Please be on time and in your seat when the bell rings (you might be taking a quiz).  It is disrespectful to the class and the teacher when you are tardy.  All students that are tardy, excused or otherwise will need to sign in on the Tardy Sheet in order to have the attendance correct for that day.  You lose one participation point (that’s 50% of your participation grade) if you’re tardy.  Tardies are made up through extra assignments/sketchbook hrs or cleaning the classroom. 

ABSENT???  It will be your responsibility to find out what work you missed if you are absent.  This applies especially to school excused absences.  Just because you have a good reason for being absent does not mean you are excused from the class work.  DON’T MISS CLASS!!!  Much of what we do is in class.  If you miss class you’ll have A LOT of make-up work.  If there are unusual circumstances such as an extended illness, please let me know and we can work something out.  Absences result in loss of participation points.  These can be made up through various ways (one of which is cleaning or doing extra sketchbook work).

The Lone Peak Attendance Policy will be used, and the student will need to make up lost points resulting from being tardy or absent through attendance school.  Just be here and on time and you don’t have to worry about it - easy enough.  However making up absences through attendance school will not make up the work you missed in class.  Extra assignments/sketchbook hrs or cleaning the room will still need to be made up. 

CLASSROOM RULES: 
1. Have Fun and Enjoy Yourself:  Art can be a great outlet as well as a time to learn and grow.  Take advantage of this class.  
2. Be Prepared For Class:  Instructions, demos, quizzes, and grading of assignments will happen at the beginning of class, therefore it is vital you are in your seat at the start of class with your completed work  and ready to copy down the new assignment from the board.  
3. Stay on Task:  students must be working hard during class and making deadlines.  At the end of each class period, a small amount of time will be used to clean up the room and materials.  
4. Respect Others:  Respect others, other’s property (especially their artwork) as well as school property.  Everyone deserves a safe environment.

SLACKER PASS:  You will be issued one slacker pass per term.  Do not lose it.  This will allow you to leave class a limited number of times and/or turn in the unused slacker pass for extra credit at the end of the term.  Please note however, extra credit will ONLY be given if all work has been turned in.

MISCELLANEOUS and OTHER RULES:  
Notebooks: A notebook is needed to copy down the weekly assignments and announcements from the board.  You will be responsible to keep track of these notes. 

Extra Credit:  As you read previously, I do accept extra credit, but it will only be enough to help your grade, not save it.  If you really go the extra mile on an assignment, there is the chance for 5 out of 4 points.  I also give extra credit at random times for completely unrelated items, just for fun.
***Extra credit WILL NOT be given if all assignments are not turned in***

MP3 players, iPods, and other Music Listening Devices:  I actually prefer to listen to music as I draw/paint, so if you want to listen to an Ipod or MP3 player, you may.  HOWEVER – not until the announcements are given and I give you the go ahead to start working.  I only allow listening to music (which is a privilege, not a right).  There will be no viewing of movies on phones, Ipads, etc. (you’ll be concentrating on your work; you won’t be looking at anything else).  If there is an abuse of these privileges, I will confiscate the device.  

PROJECT/ MATERIAL FEES:  If a student wishes to purchase their own materials through the school for projects they keep, they will need to pay $15.00 per semester to cover the cost of such items (this materials fee is in addition to the regular amount that is listed on the District Fee Schedule).  Otherwise the classroom sets of supplies, tools, and equipment can be used.  Students may also purchase items through an art supply store which is perfectly acceptable.  I also sell Moleskin watercolor sketchbooks for 15.00 if you are interested.  They are fabulous sketchbooks and can be used with a variety of media.  All fees and/or additional monies need to be paid through the financial secretary and the receipt turned into the teacher.  

OFFICE HOURS:  If you don’t understand something or feel like you are lost or confused, please come in and talk to me; you are always welcome to come in for extra help.  I’m usually here by 7:00 and I’m available on A and B days during lunch or every day after school until 2:45.  I can be reached by email as well -  tpack@alpinedistrict.org.   
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Student Name (printed legibly) ____________________________________Class Period_____________

Please sign and return this page after you and your parents have carefully read all of the information contained in this disclosure document.  Keep the first 4 pages of the document for your own records and reference (keep it in your portfolio).  Once you have signed this slip, I will hold you responsible for knowing what is contained in this document.

Returning this signed page counts as an assignment.  Easy points. 


I have carefully read this entire document.

Student Signature ____________________________________________________ Date_____________

I have carefully read this entire document.

Parent/Guardian Signature______________________________________________Date_____________


